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Characteristics of Alternative Buses as Complementary Transportation System
to Railway after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
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By Ysutsugu NITTA and Nobuhiko MATSUMURA

The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake damaged not only railway lines, but main roads like Hanshin

Expressway between Osaka and Kobe. These damages caused big traffic jams in many roads just

after the earthquake. In recovery process of railways after this earthquake, alternative buses for railway

service which run on bus exclusive lanes were very useful in this emergent circumstances.This paper

aims to clarify characteristics of this alternative bus from the points of view following as;

1. Characteristics of use of alternative buses by residents in damaged area, and

2. Effectiveness of bus exclusive lane on bus flow.

Keywords : Alternative Bus, Bus Exclusive Lane, Public Awareness, Traffic F low,

the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
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