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Travel Behavior and the Possibility of Traffic Demand Reduction in a week after the Hanshin Quake
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By Hironori KATO, Shingo AJISAWA, Hitoshi IEDA and Yoshitsugu HAYASHI

This paper shows travel behavior in a week after the Hanshin Quake and suggests a few traffic demand
management measures against a future expected earthquake. First, the authors had an original survey
on the travel behavior of victims in Hanshin area, which consists of two types of questionnaires; one is a
diary type for the first two days, and the other is purpose-of-trip type for the first week. Based on the data
of the survey, we analyzed (i)a relationship between a level of damage to house and travel behavior in the
first two days, (ii)a use of vehicle on the first day, (iii)travel behavior for an acquisition of water and food
in the first week, and (iv)a travel behavior of the supporters. Next, the possibility of reducing the use of
automobile is discussed for three types of traffic; evacuation, confirmation of safety of acquaintances and
acquirement of water and food. Finally, the authors suggest countermeasures to ease the traffic congestion.
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