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The people's actual movements at great disasters -Through the analyses at the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake disaster - *
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by Masakatsu HONMA **, Kenji MORI **, Tomoh KIDO *** and Takeshi SAITO ****

The purpose of this study is to investigate the actual people's movements just after the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake disaster, based on the questionnaire to drivers who live in the area. The major findings revealed
from the analyses are summarized as follows,

1) In the most damaged area, the movements to take refuge reached the peak at one hour after the earthquake
and continued for a long time. The rate of movements by car was 28% for three hours just after the earthquake,
and was 40% for the rest of the first day, and was 49% after the first day.

2) The day of resumption to the office or school was widely different by the people's environmental situation
which they took refuge or didn't take it, and the level of damages in the area where they lived in. In the most
damaged area, the day of the resumption was within one week for non-refuge group and was within two weeks
for refuge group. .

3) The first movements except for the refuge within a few hours just after the earthquake had important
purposes such as the rescue and so on. The rate of movements by car was about 40% for asking the safety
and rescuing the sufferers.

Based on the findings mentioned above, some points how to manage traffic at great disasters are suggested.
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