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STREET BLOCKADES IN HANSHIN EARTHQUAKE'95 AND
ITS INFLUENCE ON DISASTER RELIEF ACTIVITIES

Hitoshi IEDA, Shuko KAMINISHI, Takayuki INOMATA and Tadanori SUZUKI

A street blockade was one of the most influential phenomena in Hanshin quake in January 1995 upon the disaster
reliefactivities such as rescue, fire-fighting and relieve-logistics, which was caused mainly by the poor road infrastructure
and the fragile houses. This study tried, firstly to review what had happened in several previous quakes and in the
previous disaster control programs in terms of the street blockades, secondly to grasp the blockades in Hanshin quake
using acrial photographs, thirdly to analyze the major causes of the phenomena, fourthly to grasp the influence on the
emergency activities, and finally the authors discussed the desirable urban policies for the future.



