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The blessings and awe of the water cycle
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- IE‘ » 6 » B 7% 5 5 Inrecent years, the frequency of heavy rain-
AU 3 '3: Z% z A D (1)) fall disasters in Japan has increased signifi-
)If E’:J Nl fr #A %E ] % *i cantly, with such events now occurring al-
¥ oz ok ¥ o7 ¥ % D . most annually. On a global scale, water
] EE % * g El 1% # = cycle-related challenges—including food
2 A T o ;ﬂ D ﬂg I insecurity due to droughts and even issues of
I % & WO 5 i) *5 geopolitical stability—are becoming in-
%J "oy ¥ ;}; ‘z? H: %j(: H- creasingly critical as climate change pro-
% %‘_ h 2 1 & W o 6 gresses. This article presents an overview of
me g E3 o ok 4 the current understanding and remaining
e &; fC‘ < _;: R %‘é [ 7k uncertainties regarding the water cycle, as
TR N NS S S N well as the status of water-related issues both

in Japan and internationally. It also explores
potential strategies for addressing these
challenges by highlighting effective practic-

5 T ;K 2 L H &5 o kX % es. Although this journal has previously
~ » i - ¥ 5 W published numerous articles on the water
t{ ik m < # m T O K cycle, the recent increase in both the fre-
2:‘ i RO N ) B it K == quency and severity of water-related disas-
gl I 7 NI IEPA T ters has led to several special issues focusing
= % B ° X
¥ LA T sk = WMoy ik on the disaster-related aspects of water. In
s e o0 % 5 3: ﬁ% % 1 U addition to addressing this “fear” aspect, this
SRR R & G B < article seeks to highlight the “blessings” that
F I iR D i
» X 2 2 X 2 M Z D \n» water resources and the water cycle bring to
% ) D7 2 % 7 b £ 3 human society. By considering both the
e iR . 0 K g 7 Mt o blessings and the risks associated with wa-
D %), 5 s 2 %f 5 5 1x A ter, we aim to promote a more comprehen-
w7 pi3 &5 b R S sive understanding of the multifaceted na-
W5 w MR & W% tureofwaterissuesandtheirinterconnections
3 r kKT B oR % K 1t with a wide range of sectors and systems.
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