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Soils and woods
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e é |7|_< |7£ “Civil engineering” is defined as the engineer-
72 - o ino fi e h Kk id .
v p (1)) ing for citizens or the work to provide an envi-
° % n = ronment with specific basic standards for peo-
+ aob !":' ple to spend their cultural lives, by the Japan
7S 2 h oo Society of Civil Engineers, JSCE. Although the
‘%: > M term “civil” indicates “citizens” and “culture”
Wz in English, the Japanese word “DOBOKU”
; T £ combines two letters of “soils” and “woods” to
LI FR S represent civil engineering. This notation is said
B o % to be derived from an ancient Chinese philoso-
D T D phy that described civil engineering as ensuring
= W& safe human life by piling up soils and building
with woods. Soils and woods have been widely
used as a component of infrastructures such as
% 3 5 7z roads, aqueducts, and ports. They contributed to
Dz W A T é land conservation against natural disasters and
a2 ﬁ‘ A9 revitalization of regional industries since an-
77}; 23 T e & » cient times before steel and concrete were com-
&l ?)A S i ? monly used. Nowadays, soils and woods are
/‘V Zz) 3 L i v ; remarkably evolving as infrastructure materials
T & *ﬁ = incorporating the latest modern science and
A F o= E % technology. This special issue focuses on soils
o e o b o= and woods, which became the origin of the Jap-
5 * ZE 0 ?,% anese word for “civil engineering”, by review-
2K L b 2 ':‘ ing the historical usage applied for various pur-
%% 3 % % i3 poses and the progress of civil engineering
O 3k b z materials and projecting future use.
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