Best wishes as we enter the year 2021.

During 2020, the spread of COVID-19 brought incarigace to people around the world in all aspectgefwork
and social interaction. The activities of scholajtgups, including the JSCE Concrete Committeegwaéfiected by
the pandemic like everything else. In the past,Gbacrete Committee, as well as the subcommittedsnarking
groups that operate under it, held regular gatbgerin the meeting room of the Japan Society ofl Gupineers in
Tokyo. However, the risk of infection on publicrigport and during face-to-face meetings led usdwarover to
online Internet-based meetings. Though the newuarfidmiliar ways of working were initially confusingve are

now able to do most of our work online and ounaistihas recovered to its previous level.

The JSCE Concrete Committee has a system of réssatmcommittees that procure members through open
recruitment. This system has supported Japan‘angspotential in concrete engineering and drikesievelopment
of new areas of research. It also effectively fioms as a place for young engineers and researnchexwk together.
Last year, even in the midst of the COVID-19 panideseveral subcommittees held online seminarsssedinate

their findings to public. This bodes well for thedre of the Concrete Committee.

One important mission of the Concrete Committew iperiodically revise the JSCE Standard Specificat for
Concrete Structures to ensure that they keep uptedhnological progress and social change. Thassions take
place every five years. With the next edition dudé published between 2022 and 2023, the workw$ion has
just started. As well as updating the contentrie hvith changing times, we plan this time to pubks electronic
version of the specifications in addition to thexeentional print version. This is quite naturaltire construction

field, where we are seeing great advances in ta@lmformation technology.

Further, given the importance of disseminating thiportant information to an international audienee have
decided to provide an English translation of theamping revision of the JSCE Standard Specificatfon€oncrete
Structures. Though we have done this in the plisttime we are looking to raise the internatioredognition of
this important publication by strategically distring the English version, thereby supporting greatternational

understanding of Japan’s concrete technology.
The Concrete Committee is looking forward to a segstul 2021; may it also be a good year for ajlaf.
Takumi Shimomura
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