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This paper describes both the analytical and experimental investigation for determining
the depth factor appeared in the original bearing capacity formula. The results of analysis
indicate the depth-factor in terms of cohesion dc is nearly equal to the factor in terms of
surcharg dg, which is given by 1+0.2D/B where D and B denote the depth and width of
the foundation. On the other hand, the experimental results give the relation dg=1+0.15D/B.

% The difference between the analysis and experiments is due to local failure occurred during

the test for greater depth.
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