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(1) Al the historic China timber arch bridges are built by
traditional technology. The master in charge of the whole
process of the construction, including design and erection,
conducts the construction orally with his assistant and
workers. Maybe he has a draft drawing, but for business
secrete reason, he never shows it to others, or he only has a
drawing in his mind. When a successor is selected, the
master will teach him techniques through oral speaking and
demonstration in the real bridge construction. So no drawing
left from the past time has been found.

(2) Timber structures are traditional structures in China. There
are some guidelines or specifications describing the details
of the joints of timber structures. Since the master is good at
timber structure, he could select the joint from these
guidelines or specifications. But the joint detail depends on
experiences of bridge craftworkers.
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@ [F] %5 . For the historic China timber arch bridges, the
construction time varies from 2 years to 3 years, depending on the
bridge span, location, transportation and construction condition,
weather, etc.

Today, the construction time is somewhat shorter than it in the
past, due to the better transportation condition and some electic
tools used in the treatment of the logs. Foruteen timber arch
bridges were built after 2000 by the traditional construction
technology. The construction time of each bridge is about a year,
from selection of bridge location to completion of the bridge.
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